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The Independent Consumer’s Bimonthly Guide to Fine Wine

Issue #179
October 2008

2007 Domaine de la Charbonniere Chateauneuf du Pape

A Proprietary Blend Dry Red Table wine from , Chateauneuf du Pape, Southern Rhone, Rhone,
France,

Review by Robert Parker

WA #, #179 (Oct 2008)

Rating: (87-89)

Drink 2008 - 2018

Cost:

The 2007 Chateauneuf du Pape is a blend of 70% Grenache and the rest equal parts Mourvedre
and Syrah, aged in both tank and wood cuves. This elegant Chateauneuf exhibits attractive sandy,
loamy soil scents intermixed with cherries, Provencal herbs, and spices. With good depth and
ripeness as well as a pretty finish, this Burgundian-styled Chateauneuf du Pape should drink well for
a decade. | am a big fan of Michel Maret's Domaine de la Charbonniere, but his 2007s seem to have
had very slow, late malolactics, and were less formed and accessible to taste than most of their
peers. That said, there is considerable promise in these wines, and | expect they will eclipse their
estimated scores, at the very least. Importer: Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant, Berkeley, CA,; tel. (510)
524-1524

2007 Domaine de la Charbonniére Chateauneuf du Pape  Mourre des Perdrix

A Proprietary Blend Dry Red Table wine from , Chateauneuf du Pape, Southern Rhone, Rhone,
France,

Review by Robert Parker

WA #, #179 (Oct 2008)

Rating: (90-92)

Drink -

Cost:

Made from a blend identical to the traditional cuvee, but from a well-known lieu-dit in the commune
of Courthezon (red clay and sand), the 2007 Chateauneuf du Pape Mourre des Perdrix is aged in
both wood and stainless steel tanks. Having just finished malolactic, the wine exhibits lots of
unresolved CO2, which is somewhat distracting. A dark ruby/purple color is followed by attractive
notes of plums, garrigue, lavender, pepper, and spice. Excellent freshness, medium to full body, and
abundant fruit are found in this unformed cuvee. However, | am confident it will score in the low 90s
after it is bottled next year. | am a big fan of Michel Maret’s Domaine de la Charbonniere, but his
2007s seem to have had very slow, late malolactics, and were less formed and accessible to taste
than most of their peers. That said, there is considerable promise in these wines, and | expect they
will eclipse their estimated scores, at the very least. Importer: Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant,
Berkeley, CA; tel. (510) 524-1524
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2007 Domaine de la Charbonniére Chateauneuf du Pape les Hautes

Brusquieres Cuvee Speciale

A Proprietary Blend Dry Red Table wine from , Chateauneuf du Pape, Southern Rhone, Rhone,
France,

Review by Robert Parker

WA #, #179 (Oct 2008)

Rating: (89-91+)

Drink -

Cost:

A similarly tight, primary, unevolved style characterizes the 2007 Chateauneuf du Pape Les Hautes
Brusquieres Cuvee Speciale. Fashioned from a blend of 60% Grenache (aged in foudre and tank)
and 40% Syrah (kept in wood cuves), this offering comes from the plateau of Brusquieres, one of
Chateauneuf du Pape ‘s most well-known sectors. It is an elegant, dark ruby-colored effort, but the
late malos have again resulted in some unresolved CO2, which has prevented the wine from fully
fleshing out and showing its personality. It possesses serious weight, so | believe this will be a real
beauty after it is bottled next year. | am a big fan of Michel Maret’'s Domaine de la Charbonniere, but
his 2007s seem to have had very slow, late malolactics, and were less formed and accessible to
taste than most of their peers. That said, there is considerable promise in these wines, and | expect
they will eclipse their estimated scores, at the very least. Importer: Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant,
Berkeley, CA; tel. (510) 524-1524

2007 Domaine de la Charbonniere Chateauneuf du Pape  Cuvée Vieilles

Vignes

A Proprietary Blend Dry Red Table wine from , Chateauneuf du Pape, Southern Rhone, Rhone,
France,

Review by Robert Parker

WA #, #179 (Oct 2008)

Rating: (89-91)

Drink -

Cost:

The 2007 Chateauneuf du Pape Cuvee Vieilles Vignes, which comes from 80-year-old Grenache
vines and 40-year-old Mourvedre vines (the blend is 70% Grenache and 30% Mourvedre, all aged in
wood tanks), exhibits a distinctive truffle, damp earth, underbrush, kirsch, and soil-scented nose
offered in a restrained, understated style that again suggests very late malolactics. This is a dense,
extremely primary effort and if | had not known better, | would have thought | was tasting the 2007
Charbonnieres at 3 or 4 months of age, rather than at 11-12 months. | am a big fan of Michel Maret's
Domaine de la Charbonniere, but his 2007s seem to have had very slow, late malolactics, and were
less formed and accessible to taste than most of their peers. That said, there is considerable
promise in these wines, and | expect they will eclipse their estimated scores, at the very least.
Importer: Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant, Berkeley, CA; tel. (510) 524-1524
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fine writing on fine wines
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Article de Jancis Robinson -www.jancisrobinson.com — 3 janvier 2009
Notes de dégustation

Dom de la Charbonniére 2007 Chateauneuf-du-Pape B&Drink 2009

Dom de la Charbonniére, Mourre des Perdrix 200 7t€zhéeuf-du-Pape Rouge
18.5Drink 2012-20

Grenache Noir 70%, Syrah 15%, Mourvédre 15%. Wiittla in tronconic wooden vats.

Very serious, complex nose. Lovely balance and de&tacy on top of the richness. Really
very good indeed even if not a blockbuster. Alparfect harmony.

Dom de la Charbonniere, Vieilles Vignes 2007 Chéaneaf-du-Pape Rouge
17.5Drink 2011-17

Grenache Noir 70%, Mourvédre 30%. Ageing initialywooden vats but after 8 months put
into enamelled vats.

Interesting claret-like raciness on the nose. Vjeigy fruit. Not that much structure but
lovely clean refreshing flavours.
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The Independent Consumer’s Bimonthly Guide to Fine Wine

eRobertParker.com
The Independent Consumer’s Fulde Lo ne ¥Wines
2006 Domaine de la Charbonniers
Vacgueyras
Rating

Drlnk QDDQ 2013

The 2006 “acfueyras (the same blend as the 2007)
reveals more minerality and less fruit than its
younger sibling, but plenty of spice, pepper, earthy,
autumnal wvegetation, black chemy, and incense
characteristics. Spicy, medium-bodied, complex, and
delicious, it should provide plenty of pleasure over
the next 3-4 years.

Domaine de |la Charbonniere-s propretor, dichel
Maret, also fashions sensational Chateauneuf du
Fapes at this estate. Maret owns nearly 12 acres in
wacqueyras and these cuvees répresent  an
insider-s walue pick as the wines sell for half the
price of the Chateauneuf du Fapes, and are often
similar in guality.

Importer: Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant, Berkeley,
CA; el (310) 524-1524 .

- Robert Parker (February, 2009)

Copyright 2009, The Wine Adwocate, Inc. - Reprinted wih permission

eRobertParker.com
The Independent Consumer s Fulde o ne Wines
2007 Domaine de la Charbonniers
Wacqueyras

Fating: (31-83)
Drink: 2008-2017

The 2007 Yacgueyras (0% Grenache and 40%
Syrah aged in a combination of stainless steel, wood
foudres, and a small percentage of bamels) comes
frorn one of the appellation-s most favored sectors,
the Hautes Gamgues of Samans. Its deep
r_}/fpurple color is accompanied by a gorgeous
ume of kirsch ligueur, licorice, resiny pine forest,
and pepper. Deep, medum to ful-bodied flavors
exhibit outstancing  fruit  purity, a multilayered
mouthfeel, and & soft, plump, atractive finish. This
sumptuous Yacgqueyras should drink nicely for 7-8
YEArs

Domaine de la Charbonniere-s proprietar, Michel
Maret, also fashions sensational Chateauneuf du
Papes at this estate. Maret owns nearly 12 acres in
Yacgueyras and these cuvees represent  an
insider-s value pick as the wines sell for half the
price of the Chateauneuf du Papes, and are often
similar in quality.

Importer. Kemnit Lynch Wine Merchant, Berkeley,
CA; el (510) 524-1524 ..

- Robert Parker (February, 2003)

Copyright 2009, The Wine Advocate, Inc. - Reprinted with permi ssion

eRobertParker.com

The Independent Consumer’s Fulde to

2006 Domaine de la Charbonniers
Wacqueyras Cuvee Speciale

& Wines

Rating: 90
Drink: 2009-2014

The 2006 wacgueyras Cuvee Speciale is a 50-50
hlend of Grenache and Syrah. It exhibits a deeper
b[}/fgurple hue as well as mare sweet strawberry
lack chermry fruit notes interwoven with spicy,
resmy notes that nicely complement the ful-bodied,
spicy style of this wing. There are no hard edges in
either 2006. I1tis best dunk over the next 4-5 years.

Domaine de la Charbonniere-s proprietor, Michel
Maret, also fashions sensational Chateauneuf du
Papes at this estate. Maret owns nearly 12 acres in
“acgqueyras and these cuvees represent  an
insider-5 walue pick as the wines sell for half the
price of the Chateauneut du Papes, and are often
similar in gquality.

Importer: Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant, Berkeley,
CA; tel (5107 524-1524 .

- Robert Parker (February, 2009)

Copyright 2009, The Wine Advwocate, Inc. - Reprinted with permission

Page 7



v
John Livingstone-Learmonth
Cotes du Rhéne SRE.

http://www.drinkrhone.com

RED CHATEAUNEUF DU "PAPE
VINTAGE 2007

Cuvée “Domaine”

70% Grenache (1940s-1950s), 15% Syrah (1987), 15%olNtvédre (1960s), destemmed,
3-week vinification, pumping overs, part vat emptyng/refilling, cap punching, vat raised
8 months, unfined, filtered, 10,000 b

2007

full red; gummy, initially reductive bouquet thardes mild cherry — it is broad and has
potential. The palate red fruit runs smoothly anekly, is very suave and silken in texture. It
has a herb thread in the flavour, and ends on ahredy, liqueur, mainstream modern note. It
Is not especially full, and shows a sprinkle oélaeshness. Very primary now, and will be
more varied from 2011. Can drink early, withoutttestra variety. 2020-21 Nov 2008

Cuvée Mourre des Perdrix

70% Grenache (1950s-1960s), 15% Syrah, 15% Mourvéelfrom Le Mouure des
Perdrix at Courthézon, Grenache steel vat fermentethen large barrel raised 8 months,
Syrah & Mourvedre fermented and raised in oak vats8 months, then assembled wine
vat raised 6 more months, unfined, filtered, 20-2900 b

2007 (7)

(vat) full red; the nose is cautious, bearing simedeed fruits that have a redcurrant jelly or
raspberry lateral air that is rather refined. Treesome sweet spice and herb trimmings, and
a tone of some reduction. The palate's fruit isdgded cherries with some extra darkness
such as mulberry. The entrance of a toffee flaadtar half way suggests some oaking. As

per the reduction, it is a sealed wine that needsrt Late on come spice and pepper to gee it
up. Steady, not flashy wine that | reckon can gete. From late 2010. 2021-23 Nov 2008

Page 8



%

_ (4

NATIONAL WINE CELLAR

% !

Page 9



A FIRST LOOK AT OQUR EDITCRS® MOST EXCITING NEW WINES

IWine Spectalor g

Wal & Mo 28 | July 15, 2009

Marvin R. Shanken Ecftor and Sublisher

Publication

Insicfer Special Report: 2007 Chiteauneuf-du-Pape
THE bullk of the 2007 Chateauneuf-du-Pape reds from France's Southern Rhéne “alley are now ar-
riving, and the virtage is a hedonist's dream, offering opulent fruit and inviting textures, Most of
the wines will provide immense pleasure right out of the aate and over the next decade, The top
wines will hawe the stuffing to last past that, but this virdage is not at all like 2005, a year loaded
with cellar-worthy backbone,

“es, a few wines teeter on jammy and only the top tier display the full range of ferroir-driven
notes of iror, l[oam, graphite and more that Chdteauneuf can offer [nstead, the 2007 vintage is all
about fruit—plurm, raspberry and fig—with remarkably silky textures that belie the sometimes heady
power and alcohol of these wines, There are six classic-rated 20075 featured here, and Clos Dres
Fapes, a domaine with a track record for collectible wines, earns this weelk's top score, You'll find it
among the Hot Wines, on page 4,

With demand dampened by the economic situation, there are some buys to be had—T2 wines in
thiz report are priced at $45 or less, La Bastide St.-Dominigue, Domaine de la Cote de PAnge, Do-
maine La Barroche, Mas de Boislauzon, Domaine des Peres de Eglise and Domaine Lafond all offer

wines at very good prices for outstanding Chiteauneuf these days,

—tames tofesworth

DOMAINE DE LA CHARBONNIERE
Chateauneuf-du-Pape Cuvée Mourre des Perdrix 2007

9% points |$5% | 1,665 cases made | Red

Flush and enticing, with delicicus layers of plum sauce, fig bread,
black tea and mulled spice notes that pump threush the welvety,
dark finish. Fresh, well-embedd ed acidity stretches it all cut. Drink
naaw thrzugh 2027 —. 0k,

DOMAINE DE LA CHARBONNIERE
ChaEteauneuf-o U-Pape Cuvée Vieilles Vigres 2007

92 points |$55 | 750 caze= made | Red

Aovary reund, fresh style, with mouthvwatering fleml red licerice,
red <herry and plum netes all wapped up by nice moy acidity.
Fure and driven «n the finish, with 2 nice lingering hint of reasted
apple woed. Best from 2070 threogh 2024, — 00

DOMAINE DE LA CHARBONNIERE
Chiteaurnauf-du-Pape Les Hautes Brusguigres Cuvde
Spécigle ZO0F

932 points |$55 | 1,250 cases made | Red

Combines enticing plum, raspberry and blackberry fruit with allor-

in® black tea, tobaccs, mineml and mandalwesd notes. The kna
fine-gmined finish lets everything hana together nicely Sheuld
blesszrmin the cellar Drnk now throogh 2007 —000

DOMAINE DE LA CHARBONNIERE
Chateauneuf-o U-Pape 2007

90 points | $40 | 1,500 cases made | Red

Ehows the vintaae's ty pically juicy come of 2rushed plum and

blac kberry fruit, aleng with web ety tannins that carry the licorice-
and spice-filled finish, Thiz deesn't shaow huge mnge, but still of -
fars delicieus fruit and sclid drive. Dhink now threoagh 2006 —J00
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THE RHONE REPORT by Jeb Dunnuck

Issue #1 Current releases from the south of France

Current vintages hitting the shelves...

August 2009
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Wine Spectator

LEARN MORE, DRINK BETTER

""# $ N%"

Chateauneuf-du-Pape White 2008

Score: 92

Release Price: $40
Country: France
Region: Southern Rhéne

Issue: Web Only - 2009

Very bright, with lip-smacking lime, green applinf and quinine notes that ripple through the taggprecise finish. Very fresh style that
should evolve nicely in the short-term. Drink ndwaugh 2011. 190 cases madaM
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